THE GERAN IWTTLLIGRICE SRRVICE .U THE WAR

Extent of our ngledg_g.

Yo

Knowledge of the German Intellipence Service, its orgmissticn, its porsonnsi,
aad its wetivitios ageinst tie Testern Powers and in the Balksns, ir imperfect from

- 1835 4o 1940, sdequately reyresentative from 1940 $o 1943, ond from 1943 Lo 1646

probably complete. In spitr of lack of current intelligence sbout the earliest

pericd, the fullnesa of our lmowledge during the leat two years ennblies us to infer
szrlior conditions, end mue: evidence reforring to thet poriod hes ceme in, ad is
atili coming in, in the for: of interrcgutions and captured dooumenis, The inkerroges
tion o SCHELLEUDERG, the l:ved of the GIS ir its finel foym, hes provided o great

nass of ingide informaiion; bub the value of this information lies less ir the new
ovidonce which 1t has suprlicd then in the confimmation which it has given to the
conclugions dlready reaoched from more impersonsl, and therefore more objective powrses.
In thir nehig of SCEDULINIDEHG will sometimes be cited as evidence for

o cmcluéien; they are cited not becsuse they ere the sole oviderce, but because
they are tho moat convenisnd evidence; and thiy will never be cited 4o suppert a

sonclusion which is not clreedy dedueibie fron independent maetter. The conclusgions
>rised In this papor are besed on familicrity with a wide racge of evideaeq, wud
rieved bo be volid, v

Qrpanination of the GIS,

E‘au Prom 1935 till 1944, the principal Geruwn intellipence service was the OKW

o
Dy

4o

T

-

Arh Alsrehr, a departme % of the OK7 under the control of Admirsl Caveris, whe also
sontrolled a parallcl depmriment, the Antsgruppe Auslend. The AG Ausland recelved
reports from nonescoret sowrces, mainly service atbeches, amd was the department of
the CET In lialson with tho Ausweertiges Amte The Abwelr wes a secret departmont.

It had I in Berlin, ond outestations in Germary and sbrood, In CQeimeny and in
ocoupla@ coun' ries, 1ts orpgunization followed th> pabtern of the Geimen military
orgmisetion and was stobic or mobile according is the Germsn ammies wore occupationel
or oprutional, I neubral countrics the Abwehr was dependent on th2 Germen diplomat:s
represenbobion and the principal officerse had diplomatic stotus end vovers Punecbionslly
the Abwehr wes divided fato three departments, cimcemed respectively witk (1) Operas
tional Tispioncge, (II) Sabotoge and politicsl md military subversion, (ITI) Counter-

lflgpi DRELBe

Dotalle of the structure of the Abwehr con be founrd in the publicetien, "The Gormen
Intelligence Services" iscucd in October 1044 tu Supreme HY “'F. Guf, Cwl Subdivisiop
{raforence E0S/6/9) end wil. not be repesbed hore, :

Crypitgraphye ' § ;
RN R y 1

It will be notices that this subdivision of the Abwehr excludes all montion ,

ol crysbogrophys ond in fact tha  GIS never controlled the processes, though it
frequertly had acecess Lo Bhe results, of eryptograniy. Cryptogrephy was in fach
never ventralised in Germmy, ond this lack of ceniralisation ig of cardinal imporimmes
for U undersbanding of the history of the GIS, ani is indsed ome sspect of a
phonominon which was of much wider relevenc: in Nazi Gemany., For slthough in thecry
She sbructure of the adnminicirastion wos 'pyremidal! end eomiralized, in foct the

epsx ol the pyramid, or the cenbtrs of the «ircle, wers nobt & unitary struckure at il
bub u vortex of competiag pcrsonel ambitious, Thus zll Germon politicims of cone
sojuance sousht to sot up their owm inforration bureaus, (just as they slso scught

to estoblish private amios] as additional supports for their politicsl authority;

i i wes eggential to the purpose of thuse bursavs hat their resvlts should be

the peivate property of their chiefs, and nct pooled 1t an administretive level.

Thae SIDBLDUTROP had his burcau of personcl informers 2s a mems to securing the
Foreige linistry for himgeli, GORRING had tke Forachuigssni which suscessfully
resorved for himself the results of telophone-inbercopiion, UTITLIE had ths SD

fm ITI) omd At VI of the 2SHA to suprly him vith Intelligenss from within

Gorawty and sbrosd respactivoly. The Atwehr was ulmest wniversally rogarded, not

ag an odministrative deparinent of the "W, but as ths personal buresu of Aduirsl
CATARIG, Cpypbogrophy was Cissipated wmamg thogse ond other various offices,
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greot suceess) by CODRIG s Porschungeant: it wae cone
by the foreige Uinistry; it was done by the OKN €Abs chi), .md separutely by the
“hrec sorvice ministries (05, OK:I, emd DXL}, And although the oryplogrephic section
of the OKII wes ultimately {1944) morged in that of the QW7, this was done not im

the inberests of adninistraiive #fficiency, but because the OKH, afbes the Putsoh of
20 July 1844, wes politiceliy suspect. Thig system led, noh cnly %o the ghapnation
of intelligence im private peols, but also (43 wes ineviteble It & subject so vew
pendent on conbral rescarch os dryptogreply), to technical inefficimey.

L% vree dore (reputedly «:ith

Aehievenents of the GIS

" 4
The reputation of the Abwehr in Germeny stood, at the begloning of the wer,

vory tighs end this repuiabicn was not soriously questioncd uwntil after 1961.  Althowh
vur imoirledge of its activitice is less compiete during that time thm later, it is
clear that such a reputation wos not roally due to its achievements. In fact, 1f 4w
hievenents of the GIS erc analysed fuotionally, it is cleer thed Alt I (rositive

lozere) wes consisbently wnpuccessful, at least ns s source of socret operational
8l3 that Abt IT {sabotige ma subversion) hed some successop in arges vhere fiw
wee hed o degree of erfective conbrol vhich tho Ailios hed mot (605, onyecially
Dalkars in 1941), or <iplonetic superiority (230 in Spain 10:9-43), but yrag
"Ly unsucoossiul in arcas where these advemboges wore with the £ilies {e.g. in

llid le Dast and in liberited arecs); cad that Abk TTT was gencrally successfull

Detwoen the work of Abw, /bt III ced RSUA Ams IV (.60 the G _stepe), the®Allied inw
tellicence services in the Low Countries vore doeply penetra%ed at the begirning of

U the vor, end throughoub e bistory of rosistonce movensuts in osecupicd territory

€

U*f Abreshr departments, and

there Gure nmeay instenses of effectiva Germen penetratioe, soue of them on ¢ large
goaie (e.ge in Nolland in 1944), It must bo reucubered, however, thet this suceese
wes ochioved nainly on tha spoemt levol, axd thet the GIS learnt = or of least pleced
togetior = very little about the higher lowel crgenization of the Allied imtefligonce
sorvicey (ese para 31 (4) . v

Inside Germany, howevor, the recorl of thae Abwelxr vas not subjiected to such a
fmetional enalysis, vhiech would anyvay hove besn difficuls owing te the socyecy with
vhich any secret service muct enshroud ibs aoti~itioss In the early yeurs of thé
B “he Abwebr lived on the success of 4o Cornsm nrmies (vhich wes naturally Wden
v Good intelligeonee), and o the suscese of its om sountor-cepionsgé; widsh

:
Lo

as she above, wos congiderable. With “ho tum of the tirle of war in 1942, 4Hb
achicvoonts of the GIS asswed greater imporhince to the Gormsns, md its toiluves

vore suvimltted to groater eyiticisme These failures wore reguler emd conspicuous,
tnd, aidod by certmin scoondery couscs, led o bhe complete collapse of the Abwehr,
wirvioh wos abgorbed by Amb VI of the Reichssicheriwitshaupban: (RA)® or cerbral
oPL of ONTLERYs Sipo .n¢ 3D (see below),

FParticviar oper.tions of the sbwehw

X Pow selected instances of Abwehr activi by in the yeors 1959«£1 will illustinse
both tne extent mnd tho effiviomey of it operetiiong. '

At I (positive intel:igence) was throughcut the war the most unsuccscsful
L8 wog in a very largs neaguro Gi3 to the ehsrcoter of

STALEG himgelf, althouzh there are algo indeprndiort recsons frr ite Pellure, inherent
in thg vork itself. It was in positive copicne  that CETARIS book most personel
intor {he zhowed 1itsle irberest in the other departnents of the Abwehr), end it
. bromch of cetivity that wos least cradit ble to the Abwehr. The explanation
18, to a large oxtont, that CAATIS wag, firstly, a bed judge of uen, ond sccondly,
kinge!f.a. mggggig;;gl intrigunt rother than eq crgnisers In sonssouonce of the
flrsh fenls, he chose worthloss officers; und in coiisequence of the second, ke gave
thom procticsl independence, Inm effect, the ’'operc:ional'! officers of the Abwehy

so% it Paris emd Athens, in Fierritz end Eatoril, aajoying the opportunities for
solfwisdulgenoce provided by these resorts, undisturbed (thanks to a compleste leck

of ‘ecentralisation at UQ), eo long a8 o quote of rejorts was seut in. Whebher these
- veraris wore true or folge wos mimportant, since there wag no ventralisod evilustior
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enc since truth or falsehood did not metter (at leest while the Germem armies were
victoricus), it wos equally umimportant whethor the agents wore controlled by the
Ailios or note 'It was betbor o heve a corntrolled agent thon none ab all?,
obseved one oynicel officer when it was suggested to him {oorrectly) that his prine-
cipal source of information was under Allied memagements and,enother pfficer, when
o similer suggestion wos mede cbout another agent (again correctly), raised his hands
in horror abt such en indecert reforernce to these undisputod but irrelevent facts of
1ife, If he wore to admit that to his chief, he seid, he would be shot for defeatien,
Thern vore 1o other agents producing informotion of similar valuo, <ad the ~IS could
not afford to admit that it hod no gepuine szents in the U.K. The roductio ad
ebaw ium of this system come whem it was reelised that if truth and” Tl gehood were
Trro cvint, it wes a waste of monoy to pgy resl agents, Dy the end of the war there
wore zovernl officers or head gpents who wore regularly inventing (end being paid
for) thelr agerts ond their sgents reportss ond it is en jronical comentury on the
wholi system that in fact the best reports did come from two sources, vizj cone-
trolled ogents, whose false reports were necesserily interlerded with e proportion
of t»uthsy ond notionsl agonts whose inventors were attentive readers of the newse
paperia The most successful of “he latter ¢lass wes Paul FIDRUMIC, @ OSTRO, who
oper«ted in Lisbon, smd whose reports were considered 'correct without quelificetion®
to +ao cnde Doth those fypes of agents had no difficulty in maintaining themselvess
havee thelr success. They wore velued because they surviveds and the real cause of
thaiy survivel wes never exeninod. Genuine agents sent into Allied territory dried
‘va almwost immediately.

9. Tn thege circunstmeces theee is very little to say about particulor o rebions
" of At I, The ngents who wore sent to the UK in the summer of 1940 were, for instance,
| quite usoless. They were ceptured timost immedistely, since the system wes clready
penotroteds but oven if they had survived, they were neither trained mor equipped
nor intellectuslly or morelly qualified to perform the service, The some is true of
the agents in the USA and the lfiddle “ast who wore glso controlled. But the seme leck
_of cenbtralisation which nade most of the operations of Abt I discreditable, did alse
enable & few Abwehr officers o® initiative to perform work which (if it hed been
opprecioted or correctly uscd) might have beem valuable, Thus a Iuugeriam deserte
explorer of distinction, BLUASY, mede an oxpedition soross the Libyem Desert from
Rorrel's Army to the lliddle Wile which would in my circumstonces have been crcditeblos
ond the fact that the agents whom he lef't there wore worthless was a reflection on
the Abwehr, not on himself. Bub the most comspicuous, perhaps the only, success of
At T, was achioved in_the special conmditions which favoured all Abwohr activities
in $oin md which once apoin, Were & consequonce of the personality of CANARIS.

10. From the time of the last war, when he h.d been interned in Spain, CAITARIS
had nany influential friends in the Spanish political world. These contacis were
confirmed or exteonded during the Spemish Civil War, tmd the German intervention, in
vhich CAITARIS pleyed a personal part (he is oredited with having been the architect
of the Uitlor«Fronco sgrecment)s ond by the boginning of this wer, C TARIS was &
femilinr figure in Gon. Fronco's entourcge, and officers of the Kondor Legion which
had feught in Spaln, were feailier figures in he higher posts of the Atwehr. Prominont
. mong these Spenish friemds of CATARIS wore Gen. Fronco himself, whose signed portralt
dominoted C ITARISY office in the Tirpitzufer, Count JOTDANA (ris foreign minister),
Gonorol VIGOW (his air minister), Gon. SHCIO (his war ninister), wnd G n. MRTINZ
¢P0S (his chief of Ggunercl Staff Intelligencse). LARTIVEZ CAIPOS, in some woys the
most useful, rocoived a Christmes box from Abwehr funds. Thus CATARIS enjoyed a
highity privileged position in Spain tnd Spanish Lorocco, ond this privilege embraced
the Abwehr also, nobt as the Abwehy, bub as Admirel CATARIS! porsonal bursau,
“pn et lgagh throc occasiors, Allied docuonts which ¢ ane to the hands of the Spanish
- T.S. wore harded over o she Abwohr; Spanish police, coastguards, cugtons-officials,
ord crmy officers acted for the Abwenr with the epprovel or comivance of their
superiors; spocial radio-bo:con and weteorclogicel stotlons were sct up by the Abwelr
with Sponish support, labour :nd personnel, ot Soville ard neer Vigos abtacks on
British end Allied shipping were rcgulsrly attempted from Spamish harbours with
Spawich divers; nd an el:borate .nd successful system of roporting the passages
of Dpitish warships through the Straits of Gibrelter wus perfected with Spanish
assishanes, This last underteking, the so-called Unternehmen BODDEN, and 1ts by-
products, wes the most successful undertaling carricd out by Abt I, although energetic
British protests preventod it from chicving its full cims end eventually reduced
its efficiency very considersbly. It was ebsolubely dependent on the far-rcaching
cooporation which was givon by the Spanish rovermment; cnd insofar as this cooperation
wes svailoble o CATARIS pe-sonally rather then to the German government, it wos &
personel success for CANARIS. The Germen navel and sir authorities are wanimous
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In regerding it us the most importent contribution made by the Abwehr Yo the ¢cnduct
of the wer, and the fact that neither the Gernen nevy nor the Lyftwaffe were cble
fully to oxploit it is irrelevamt. It did not indeed materially inflvence the course
of the war; but (as long as it lasted) it meterially strengthened the personal position
of Adin, CATARIS,

After the Spenish ship-reporting service, the service which brought the

greatest credit to Abw Abt I was the so-called Dienststelle Xilatt in Sofia. The

exact position of Xlabt, in spito of ell cfforbts to clarify it, remaine something

of a mystery. Briefly, the frcts are as follows. DRichard KLATT is & Hungarian Jew,
vhose vulue to the Abwehr consisted in his cormection with en extensive circle of
Uhite lussien emigros conterirz upon a notorious professlonzl spy, Genersl (alies
Prince} Turkul, normally resident in Rome. Through Turkul's organisation, md particu-
lor through one momber of it named Ira LOUGIT @ LAG, Klatt claimed to disposs of a
lorge network of agents in Soviet Russia who since 1941 » supplicd him with operational
intellizence about the movenenits end disposition of Russien troops. This intelligence
we8 in omny woys oxceptionel. It wos deliversd with quite extraordinery punctuality,
in cuite extraordinery quantity, md was regarded by the evaluation section of OKH
Fremde L LRE which roceivod it as of quite extraordinary relinbility. KLATT (whose
personul position wos further complicated by his Jowish origin) kopt his orgenigastion
personel to hinmself, wnd the Gormans thenselves knew, or worc allowed to know very
little about it. But from the sbart cortain suspioions were entortained; md after
local ‘nvostigubions, ono of the few able officers in the Abweir {br. Wagner @ Delius,
ood of K.0, Bulgaria) satisfiod himself that XLAT (who worked for fbw I Luft) wes
decc’ving the G rmanse. . \GIMREg suspicions led at first to m enquiry; but this
enquiry hod scagcaly begun before it was suppressed on the demand of OXI Fremde H"'RE
vhich dnclared thet the liox raports (o5 these Rusgian reports were called) were indis
penscble cnd must on no accowmt be jeoperdised. KL'TT thuis survived, but suspicions
of his loyalty combinucd to arise, vnd #lthough none of the invesitigotions produced
proof of XLATT's duplicity, he was ultimetely < ropped as a charscier too suspicious
to be trusted. ’ i

Soversl suspicious fesbures are noticesble in KLATT's roportss It is almest
certeir. that the originol matiter was in' Russisn end $his applies not only to the
intelligence from Russia bub also to the so-called Horitz reports which were alleged
to be dorived from the B,itish Middle Eust. KLATT 18 known to have had contact with
the Soviet Legation, which continued to ocperate in Sofia throughout this period,

Ho else maintained end concealcd mysterious relutions with the Bulgerian police,

Lis extensive and infallible systen which delivered intelligence with equal speed
from Loningrad, Kuibischov, Nororossisk ond tho “estern Desert, was suspiciously free
from the administrative hitches to which most spy systoms are linbles All these
facts tcken in confunction strongly suggest that KLATT at least in respect of the
Wex reports wos a Russion controllod deception ogernt, although it is possi le that
he himseif wos unconscious of the fact, The mattsr however hes not yot becn cone
slusively sottled .nd the lioritz reports are difficult +o oxplain sven on this
hypothesis,

o IS RLATT was reclly working for the Ger-ans, it must be acmittod that he was
4 vy hizh'y valued by them; cnd since we are unsble to establish the Gogree of truth
his rcports on purcly Ruseien operetions, we must eredit the Abwohr with heving
scorgd a2t least one success in the use of operationnl agents., On the other hund no
certainty is possible; wd if ( as secems more likely) KLATT was in reslity a Russian
double-zgent then no exception need bo ~ade to the generelisation that the only cons
Cstant snd 'reliuble' sgents uscd by the Abwehr wore either controlled or notienal,
Dre other bra:gh of Abw Abt I activity doservos mention. This is the work
of Abt I, Wi (Wir'hschaft), vhich obbtained cconomie intell igence (Allied production
figures, cte), by simply buying in Porbugal end South Amorica, British ond fnericen
industricl and stabistical publieations, from Thich intelligent deductiors could be
madce, This nabter wes not secret, und therefore in some weys falls outside the
ordinary definition of secret service work; but the results obtained from it wore
prebobly of more value then other intelligence obteincd from more secret sourcess
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The principal successes of Abw. ‘bdie. IT (sabotage and svbversion) ia %he earlicr
pert of the ver wore obtain d in Yugoslevia in the Spring of 1941, Yuzoslavia, thenks
tg its golitical divisioms, the wealmess of its administration, end the degrea of
* rim economic ponstration which had slready been cchicv:d, was idenlly suitad to
this kiad of work; and by penchiration sad controlling verious dissident or wavsring
growps, the Abwehr succeeded in sabotoging the mobilisation of tae Tugoslar forces,
oxd in proventing the demolition of bridges, e tc., t an extent which materially
asglgtald the advance of the Gormen armies, and which affords a strong contrest to
tue imoffectiveness of its operations in the sume ares when the German armies Vore
la motrsets The contribution £ the Abwelr to the dissipation of French ros stence
in 1840 1z less easy to deterzines but it is believed that soms success was obtained
here by the Bremdenburg Reginent z.b.ve 800 (afterwards Brandenburg Divisicn) or
private vrmy of Aw. Abb. II., The Brendernburg Rogiment also operated in Russia,
but the cxtent of our kuowledge doos not ertitle us to make general deductions conw
corning; svccess or failure.

2
3]

Abws Abbe ITI was the mosh oconsishiently successful of Abwehr departments,
sdthoush it is not slways eocsy to distinguish between its operations md thoss
of the Gestapo (RSHA= Aut IV), Thus the capture of Syevens end Bost in Dec. 1339,
the most spestacular coup of the Cerman counter=cspionege sorgice, wus the work of
she Geutapos Similor activities in B lgivm wore also successful; md with the cone
“uesy of Francd cad the Low Counbrics, Abw. Abbe IIT wes able to veouetrate the 1local

Ues:?_st:u:ce movenents ond, through them, the Allied sgoncies which relisd on thom.

The penetr.tion of vhe Duteh rusistence veovemert in 1944, after the Allies hed diroady
-landed suscessfully in France, shows that Abw Abt. IT! continued +o 2ot with - vigour
md success, later them auy other Abwehr departunent. It i3 interesting to acto than
in the varlous purges to which the Abwehr wes subjected in 1942-44, Abw, Abt.ITI

siome bopt its perscnnel end constitublonse almost intach - a strong argument hat

its officlency was cdmitted.

In the years befere the war, Abw. Abk. ITI, thanks to its control of Allisd
& eats, also acted s & nediun for sbrategise doception, passing out to the Allied
Intelligemee Services nateriel supnlicd to it oy (par’l;ic:\:l&rly% the Gemon Admiralty.
Tauls strabogic deeeption was not, however, fully exploited after the bagiraning of the
warg when 1t seens that the Germem Service dopartnents were no longer willing S0 re=
leose coosplion-natorial in the somo measure es in peace~=time.

The Cprisis of the Abuchre

The period of crisis walch 1od 4o the £211 of :bhe Abwehr lasted from Wow. 1942,
vhor tho Allies londed in Horth Africa (Toreh), i1l " ne 1544, when they lamdcd ia
Fronse {Ororlord), ond wes diroctly connccted with itr Peilure in respoct of Allied
strotepis intentions over this period. Sinse this wae %he o rucisl period of the wgr,
tnd since success or fallure in siving notlce of Torck, Husky md Overliord night hawve
7 citercd the coursc of the wor, the mswer % the question whether the GIS

kad my zoprocieble influence oa the course of the war iios in the events ¢f this
_porlods 3Before 1942 rnd ofter the summer of 1044, the relative strategic ond materisli
L itunkicn of the belligerents was such that good or bad intelligence could only have

P Sacticosl significaonce,

It is thercfore signifi:ait that neither Torch, zor Husky, nor Overlowl, was
correstly Joresast by the Abwelr, which, on the contrary, d romed the UKW vith mige
tnlormation, somotimos inventod, snd often deliberately uupplied by tho Allies. This

Smiforn woeord of feilure wes ~he prime cause of the collepse of the Abwehrs Secondary
crusEE =3 -the, growing and incscepeble evidensce of finansial corruption and politicnl
dignffection among its members, ond tho coupetition of YII 1M R's 8% intelligence servics,
which timetely repleced it. The £rll of the Awohr was rendered slow :nd grodusl by
other gieemdary causes; .ad iu partiouler, the personal suscess of CTA IS in Spaine
These sucoosses enabled CAVART to survive the preliminary purges of the Abwenhr, md
whon he fell (Pebe. 1944) a change of policy im Spain was one of the imwdiste causes

© hi k To signalise tho chenge from non-belligersney to neutrality, the Spenish
icions suddenly refused to roceive CAUARIS om one of his reguler visits, md thus
nede 1t obvious to the German Govermment tast his special jusbificatior. no lonrer

axisted, (sec below - para 43},
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The Abwehr's rcoord of sobobage in the same period wes no higher, Ak
olsborato plan to leove sabotours in all evicuabed arcas in the Mediderransan, whish
wvas projscted at this time, wns efterwards cdmitbted to hove boen a totald failures
Tuin incident contrasts instructively with the sucocessful sabotege carried oub in
the sz arca in 1941, vhen the Gemmeuns hed effectively penetrated the area (see
aseve vera 16), ond sgein sugpests thebt egonts are only effective in areos freely
neeosc ble o their employors, (sce below para ).

The Riss of the NSIA,

Tomwhile a chmpe in the political bias of Gorneny was effecting sll adminis-
trative wnd seryice departwentis, uncluding the OFW aid Abwehr. This vas the decline
¢f the tigrmen G nmerel Staff (GRII) snd the rige of I '1ER. Up +111 the Avtumn of 1941,
the CIE hed sucBecded in reteining genersl control over the Germen army and Gernen
stratory, et the expense of ylelding in certain matters to the political directorate
which it affected to despise. But after the failure to teake lloscow ir Nove 1841, and
issel of UALDER, the peliticel dirsctorate obtained combrol of the details
gy ond orgenisation to em extent which hed hitherto been impcssible. In
‘6e, the German Gemernl staff, alreedy doubtful of final vichcry, bogen to
terns of compronmise, and to becons suspect to the Nazi purty: end the Negi
perty bopm to rely more nd rore on the 85.S. Dy 1942-43 these terdercies wcre no
longer lotent and almost overy administrotive depar-ment in Germeny in which 'canservotive”
~clewonts wero poworful {e.g. Coneral Staff nd Foroign Office) wes fecling the preseurs

U‘ She S8

Thas rise of HIMMIER at the exi:enss of the Gensral Staff emtailed the rise of
the WSEL 3t the expense of tho Abwehr. The RSHA wes the coordinmating bareeu and

central ) of all DLILTR's activitios in respect of osplonaze, ssbotaze und rop=
reasior; in other words its fuactions corresponded {though on a different scale and
with difforent degrecs of emphnsis, for the importance of repression was much greater)
with thoso of the Abwehr, Reishardt IEYDRICH who wes in meny respects the brain
behind FUILER hed concelved and founded it &8s an orzen of SS Centrelisation. He
wes osivssinetéd in Progue in 1942 and succeeded (afbir a long interval) by Ogiuf,
E.nst T/LTEUBRUITIIR;  but cbout the scme time a new syirit was inbroduced into the
organizstion by the final replucemont of the wenterpsising JOST, as hoad of ks
fereirn intelligence departmen’ (Ant VI) by the young and smbitious Brigf. Walter
8chellenborg, SCIELLIUBLRG had originally been in Am% IV of the RSHA (Gestapo)s

he had aturected notice by his handling of the affair of STUVES end BUST in December
19539, cod hed becone, os he remained to tha end, a personsal favourtie of HIITIIRa

By 1843 A% VI of the RSTA, under SCUENLENBNRG's dircction, hed become a sericus
rival 4 the Abwohr, ever wotching to exploit its feilares. Mt VI had origirslly
(vy a ¢ ntlemon's Agrocmert' betwoen CATAR S and HEYDLICH) confined its intercst

to politicel intelligence, leaving operational wmd eccicmic intelligence to the
Abvzohrs Hut this modorabion was sbandonod, and‘ the lasi days of the Abwehr were slso
deys of cut-throat competition bobtwecn Abwehe ond RSHA Mot VI, 4n all shheras, )
particularly cconomice In thiz stbuggle, ATTIFR end SUNRILEIBERG cenjoyed all the '
political edvemtages. ‘

The RS'A wes nob nocessarily more efficient ther the Abwehr, tut it enjoyved
threc adventages in particuler: .

(1} it hed direct access to IDITLER  md, through him to UITLTR (a politicsl

odventogo, though adwinistratively dengerous, sce below para 33);
TR I% ued developed s toehnique of penetroting Allied and meutral embassies
cnd other offfices which was mn sdvance on the Arehr's reliance on lowezrade
epents (although At VI aod not abardoned the use of low-grade apents o3 woll)g

(8) At VI had bagun to develop a new form of sahotace which was far more
spcetacular than the operations of ‘he Brandemburg D vision. This was a
combination to saboteze ond terrorism, carricd out (ot least in ‘theory) by
incoctrinated fmatics. It was associvtod with the name of Ostubas Otto
SECRZENY, vhose reputotion wos blown up to m oresrerated height after his rescus
of 1i ssolini in 1943, ~

<4
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Jeuges f the Fallure of tho Abwehr.,

27, The feilure of the Alwrehr was thus due partly to its inefficiersy as an organ
of cperational intelligonce. partly to independent political reasois. The ilnefficienéy
of the Abwehr can be ascribed to the following principal reasons, nct all of which
are intornal bo itselfs

284 {1} The porsonal fauits of G’NARIS. Those werc an incapecity for orgeanisation
and en inability b0 choose good nen. The Abwehr was f£illed, in its higher
ranks, with personal frievds and dependents of CMHARIS, md they were (in
general) ‘dle and corrupt. They werc not Gemeral Staff officers enc got neither
sympethy nor support from the Gguerel Steff. The Abwehr was & perscnal
burcau. The Genernl Staff roferred to it eynically es "Cenarig Fenilie Gmbil',
The only remedy or mitigation of such a situstioz would heve beon firm dige
cipline; but CANARIS had no conseption of organisation. The Abwehr wag thus
e loose cnd irrcsporsible collection of worthless charscters whem GAUARIS
refused to dismisse Insbeed of orgenisation, "ATARIS relied on porscngl
astuteress. This seved himself ionger then sowe of his officers, but ngb
mach longor,

294 (2) Leck of Cembrolisotion, The Abwehrts sources of om retionsel intelligence
were oll (relatlively/ unrelicble sources - i.c. persoral sources. This made
proper cenbralised evaluantion impeossible., There wos no sriterion of value,

U bocouse dfle Abwehr did not r ceive results of cryptogrephy, cr other impersopal
reports, It sont its reports on %o service departments for eveluationg hud
these service departuents lacked the meuns of discriminsting betwoer Abwehr
reportss This lack «f ceantraliscd evaluetion, cr the bagis of tha guality
of the material, was harmful in both directionse. Thus false reports were
passed to Ol as 'absolubely roliablet and believeti; cad penuine reports, or
genuine objoctions to sources, were rejected on intornel grounds by OKE.
This lzock of centrelisation wes no>t psculiar to the Abwehr; it obtsined
throughout the Germen intelligencs world (ee.ge incyptography), =id was
partly the consequonce of the lack of administrati-e unity in high politicel
c¢lrcles. The dosire of ministers to run independe:t personel int:lligemce
burecus in competbiticn with each othor wos partly respousibles

&0, (3) Lack of Soordinated Desspticne This form of sivetegy was prastised by
the Germang In the yeonars belore the ware (Sec above, pars 17)3 but miomx once
bostilitice bogen, it was never systematically or scientificeily dovelopede
Lycoption seoms always to heve been rogarded as the =clease of mederislp
end in war-tine such release is otterded by too meny hazards to bo vader-
teken when the extent of the emeny's interest or knotledse is wacerbtaine
During the war, decepbtion maberiel was indeed pessed o ths Allies; but it
was naver properly ccordinebed. The Germons put out {eception material
prinerily in order to keep up the credit of captured Allied aonbs, not to
delude Allied Genersl Staffs; .nd this deceptior materidl, in these cire
cunstances, wus rather reluctently relocsed than systematically corcocted by
the Germen Genewrsl Staffs. In the period between Torch xd Husky, the indive

- idual C's-in®C did atSempt to deter invasion by creating notionsl Civisions

u throughout Europe; but the adoption of thie policy wes g5 sudden, erd the
tochnique so amabeurish, that it wes cowpletsly ineffect ve. The sbsence
of contralisation and coordinvation of means and ende was as fabal to the
success of the deception ms it wos to theat of evaluation,

31 {4) Penetrotion. The same foults which -rovontod the Abwehr from making
T s r00d Uge oii deception, or from ovalusating intelligence, pruveonted it from
cohicwing succossful ponotr tion. When SCIDLLINSERG wes i terrogated by us,
ono of the fucks which most humiliabed 1im was the evidenes thot we knew the
nmes, functions, ockisvements, ctc. of every significeat =wmber of the
Abwehr and At VIe while he wes oxbreordinarily ignorant ab .ot tho nanes,
orgunizations, und pclicies of the Allied Imtelligence Servicsz.
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(5) Allied Counter-moasurcs, Counber-mecsurcs are of courss expected by an
Intelligonce efvice, and arc rot to be regarded as particslar or exceptiocal

or unfair disadvantages whenr encountered; but certain Alliod counter-measure
wero so conspicuously successful, and exploited so appropriately the particuiz
wooknoss of the Abwohr that they both illustrate a gonerael point and must be
included in this survey, since the action of the Abwehr in respect ofthem
probably affected the course of the warse Owing to the lack of understending

of deception ord penetration, and owing to the excoptional facilities (and
centralised methods) which we brought to this work, the GeT.S. eIt =m essy
victime Tpo incidents_are of particular significance. Agonts roports febricuied
by the Allics in the Ifjddle Bast ond the U.K., which went “hrough the nechinery
of the Abwehr, ceused the Germen Gemeral Staff to move divisions into the Ballrem
Peninsule in preparation for Husky; and it is now clear that similer deceoption
practised in the U.K., and inc'uding the use of Abwehr opor tionel agents, was
one of the basic sources of the Germsm Genersl Staff's apprecifition of Allied
Order of Babtle before amd after D=Day,

(6) The Fuhrerhauptquertior, Finally, it must be remembered that, to an
inoreasing extert, cll strategy, ond indeed o1l decisions of policy end
intorpretation of facts, becene increcsingly dependent on the arbitrery whins
of a group of ignormt mmiscs. The evidence ~f the way in vhich milibary

and political exportise was gradually subjocted to this irrespopsible element
is now familior; cnd in the spherc of intelligzonce this donger grow as the wae
developed, not merely in consequense of the rise of the BHQ, but also because
the growing control of Ilimmler over intelligerce ocanse moro and more of the
products of the GIS to be withdrewn from nationsl evaluckion md subjocted

to saommbul ist interprotution. Thus the most successful scoon of Amb VI,
being the cepture of genuine doouments from which the nature ond . incidence

of Overlord mipght have been inferrcd, was never sched upon par tly because
SCHETLLNBLRG, inhibited by the rocord of Gormen fallure and paralyscd by ais
edmiretion of the Dritish Intelligonce Service, could nevor persuade himgels
that it wes not deseptions largely bocause it was sert direct to the 4, whore
Iitlor (it is reported) !scoffod at the idea of anyoue trylag to breach the
Aplantic W,11, und declered the iden femtastic?,

Abtormts ot Inbternel Reform.

Paced by this rococd of intornal failure and exbernal rivalry, the A?wehr.
or of loast certain members of it, did occasionnlly contenplate reSorme U,fortunately
for its hopes of survival, the reformors never hed the countenance of CATARIS; end

the higtory of the Abwelr includes wmany eplaades in which able men were discoursged
beoause thelr proofs that sgenbs wore controlled wore saefely suppressed by intercsted
porbiess The interrogation report om lejor “risedrich BUSCH BERGIANN, of 1 Lufs, is
the most revealing of such stories. The wwsh conspicuous of theso efforts were made
by officers of the 3 nersi Syeff, who, Hoth from traditions of efficiency and froi
voliticel necessity Ueer “heir en'ry into pelitics in the period 194244 emphasg! zod
their need of en efficient intelligense servi.ce) wore eager to remedy the now obwious
defocts of the Abwehr, :

The first of these Staff 0fficers who sought to reform the Abwehr was
Hejor 1.8 (dor Luftwu.i‘fe) BRI'RE, vho was head of the Lyftwaffe department of +the
Abuelr (Abb, I Luft) from Morch 1941 wtil J touary 1943, Ino the course of this time,
BRDE recognised three nejor defoctssw

{1)ho recogmised the necaessity for closer cooper tion bebwc n the operas
tional reporting scction of the Abwohr (Abb. I Luft) ond its corresponds-
s sootion in the OKL (Luftwaffenfuhrungstob).

(2)he roalisod the importence of rupid communication of operationsl
intelligence, if itwos to be of use to the Luftweffeg

(3)he realised that any genercl reform of the Abwehr was dependews on
the introduction of a higher morale, and the ruthless rcmovel cf co rrupt
eloments,
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In the flrst two of these matterg, DREDE achieved some sucecess. e succested
in associating Abwehr I Luft with the Iuftwaffenfuhrngsteb to & degree which had
hitzevbo been impossible, end which was'nsver achioved in the Militery or Naval
gootions of the ibwehr; aud he cbtoined specigl commmicabions, irdepondent of
ordinary Abwohr communicetions, for his departmenty so that {among obher improvemerts)
the office of the Fliegerfuhrer Aylembik in Paris received shippin: reporis from the
Abwshr observor in Lisbon without any intermediary delays. DTRDE's term of suthorily
in ‘the Abwehr had boen goncrally recognised es & period of eweepticnal werk lm tho
liritod sphere of Abt, I Luft, which enjoyed a temporary independerse of the ordin ary
fwshr nechinery cnd its ivconvenierses. But in the third of his reforms (ie0s the
one rofomm vhich axtended Loyond the limits of Abbte I tLuft), he failed conplebelys
ond hip failure lod to the ruin of the rost of his work. In the Sprring of 1942,
NG sugpoestod to Agmiml CANARIS, in the presengo of his deputy, Cberst. PINCKRUDENIE
(heed of Abte I) thet the bead of the Aywohr in P rtugel, Uajor KT IR VOI AUBURODIE,
ol part of his staff, be Jdismissed for paipsble cor-uption. CAIADIS,; who wes
fundemontolly averse fronm dlsmissing emy of his "personsl bureas”, refused even %o
conshder sush n proposel; .nd BR'DD asked %o be relieved of the duby of supervising
K.C. Portugdle This was gronteds Tithin a yeer, DRWDE had rosigned in disgust
{from the Abwehr,

Shortly sfter the resignotion of BRIDE, another attempt at internal. refomn
was made by mother Genoral Staff offiser. 'This wes Cbérst. I. G. ['"SEN, who sus~-
gccdnd PIECKENDIOCK vhen the latter was finally removed, in 1943, in one of the
Fbwuhe purges. IENSEN enjeyed the edvsabages of a stronger position than BREDE,
being head of all operational intelliponce and depubty Gto CAUARIS, He come from OB
Trecvie Hoere oxd was thercfore faailisr with the inadequacies of thw section which

ho w23 to controle, HETISEN imbtroduced several other General S,.Ga;;"f officers (parbiculwly

FUERLIDEY end KUEB/RT) end mede syetonatic md energetic efforis o convert the
Abvenr from & 'Pamily rocket' into en integral orgem of the General Staff, as far es
this was compobible with the contimued rule of CANARIS aad the webohful hostility
of tha 8.8. In foct it was not compatible. [IA™SEN's offorts failed (partly for
politioal vessons - sce b:low, pares 44 :nd 45), largely because he could not gob
14 of tho decd wood; and by the time CANARIS was dismissed and succeeded by HANIET,
he Hime when the Abwchr would be saved by inbornal reform was overs

The Steges in the Fall of ZAUARIS.

Dgnonstrsbly inconpetent, ino.p-ble of refor:, threctoned from without, only
an extrodrdinary combination of favoursble circumstences could hove soved the Abwshy
onco the militory situation of Gernsuy bad bocome desperate; =i the notual ineidents
which pracipitated the £sll of CAIARIS are only of historical inkercst. Historicsl
intorest may however justify their inclusiorn in this scoounte

The failure of the Abwelr to give warning to "Torch” in November 1322 was
Zollowed, ot last, by & thoroughegoing purge in its highor ranks. SATARIS vies
inpelled to this wusudl cnd wmoongeniel tesk not only by the demgerous ineffieicuey
of his orgonisation, tub :Ise by the increising cbidence of parscnel corruption
within ite Thus, in the vinter of 194243, General OSTER, the heod of the edmini ebrme
tiow department of the Abvohr, wes found 4o héve used his officisl position to enuchle
scven rioh Jowish fomilice to escope o Switzerlend, nominally as sgenbs but actueily
as o exouse to trmsfeor the sum of 100,000 U 8. dollars from Abwebkr funds to his
persongl occount in Switzerlend. In the first scven months of 1943, CAUARIS suc~
soscively gob rid of all his immediocte doputies as the price of his own survivals
and in the operchional intelligence scetion, with which he was personally identified,
& olom swocp wos nade of 51l .senlor officers, Dy this tklesdle secrifice, und

rerr hed oow

halBeeks to hi ﬁqrsoml usefulness in Spain (now of increased importence, since tle
tered ' '

£he loditerransen phase) hif: o posibion wes tompererily savods
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In the Spring of 1943 the Abwehbr sought fovorishly to guoss “he paxk Allied
aeve cright, and in the mov hs imuodictely preceding Musky (July 1943) the insistancs
Pror 1) an the necessity of acourasy essumed an almost hysterical tine. Ir. response

e this noed, liborally hurireds of roports were somb in, amd prophccics, more or
lese elirowwtmilal, wore niade of imponding lendings on slmost every pert of tha

Turepeon constline from the north of Norwey to the Dardanell s. By their mere nwher
ard varsioty, these reports worvhelned any clecment of escuracy whish any single oue
of ‘ton might conkaing mé ‘n fact thet olement wes negligible. lagy sourcos guensad
vhad vas myway likely, tha: the blow would fall in S$icilyy bub these were a minority
aovr, %he frembie prognostications vhich pointed to the South of Frmoe, Ibaly,
Splzebla, Albemiam, Grooce, rete, and hodos. These various reports were Lo e lavgs
exberes tho result of the confusion deliberately created by us in the minds of the
Awehrs e report which, oftor throe mowths of ovaluation, olicited “he persanal
conprotuslotions of FBSSILRIIG, had been composod in London; wnd this doseption
successfully dveptod Germmus- divislone to the Bolkmms. The build-up of Allied

forcos In Forth Alrics, whish the fbwebr, in cbedience o orders, wan ruporting,

ws olso lergely fobriocted by use Thore is no doubt that tho poriod of 'lusky?,
ther tho noed of on officient intelliponce service was most lmperetive, wes thé

pord o when, the GIS wos ghuim up at ibs worste

Aftor YHjsky!, the noxb spactocular ovent wes the foll of ussolini. Again
the Alwohr fallod; rnd, whes made its frilure more dmgsrous, on tHis occasion Anb
VI of the DOIA wor right, 7o the last minute, the Mbwehr in Itely. ond KDSSULRTG,
Monse intelligonce enmo in large part from the Abwehr, nssurcd the 0N thet BADOGELIO
Sfored all the advenbaces of & Pebain cnd must on no account be woakened ov £ righbened
br 3 nisconceived sbbitude of suspicion on the part of Jomemys whilo the representa=
tivo of Amb VI in Rorw proicetod that 3MDOGLIC wes a potential traibor 5o the Gorusn
oo, ond advosabed swift achione When tho Jtalionm armistico had been doclared,
tho awlft action woe balon; lussolinl was roscucd from the Gran Sasso by SYORZINY,
gnd sgain the credit went io the 5S.

Ia the wintor of 194344 mother Abwelr plan miscarricd. This time Amb VI
woe involved in the failurc olso, It was proposod by the A wehr cnd Amé VI in
Duenes Alres to gond a private Argomtine citizen, INTINTH, umder busincen covor,
o Opoin, bubt with sceret ‘mstrudtions to continue his journey to Rarlin, md there
o ast as wiofficicl Arperiine minisber -after the breach of open diplomtie relotiors.
¥ic German Foreisn Ofvice vos highly suspicious of this s cheme snd demended (ond
rocoifed) the fulles’s gunriatoos of complete seorocy. IITUITTH in fact wos taken off
hic ship ab Trinided, mnd confossod his mission; ond the Germem Forelgn Office wes
avle to justify its hostllity %o the Abwehy,

Alnost imiodiately rfber the IIMLITUTH incident come another, this time a -ublic
blowr, Throo memibore of the Abwehr in Istarbul, inciuding one {Frick VDI EIRW) who
had officisl status in tho Gomon Dmboasy, desertoed to the A'lies. Finelly there
was tiouble in Spain. Theiw the Mwehr had comnitbod succezsful acts of schotage on
a mmber of Ibolien ahips vhich had beon hended over Lo the Allies by the B:doglio
Govermmont, md the Drbtish Covermmont prossed the Spenish Government to expel cex-
sain newberg of the ABwshr who wore considercd responsible, The Jpmish Govoramond
vieléded, and CATARIS docided bo intervone by meldrg one of his reguler visibs bo
Botride A couversabion with his friends im Izmenco's govormment wos the ordinary
woy of ¢ealing with such incidents, In Jomuary 1944 he flow to Blerrits. He ine
Tited TUARTIINZ CAIFOS to it hin there, LANTINEE CAPCS refused; -nd CAINARIS
rolsried empty-hmded to Udriine The significence of this incident was obvious
o she Gormer Government, C°UARIS had losh the privilegod position vhich alone Jusbi-
fiol his retonbions In Feliuary 1944 CAARIS was sont on Indefinite lesve. ILYISEI

af the Dwehr
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The Dosbruotion of the Abwehr,

The months lmmediately following the fall of CATARIS were months of negotiew
tion end compromise behind which the unresolved conflict between the Ggueral Staff
and 88 was continued. In the negotiations, the SS held all the trump cards, and
both sides acted on the sssumption that HLFILIR would in fact teke over the Abwehr,
‘though same face~saving formula would be found, The General Staffis plans however-
woro not confined to the field of these negotiations. They were planning the
eliniration of HITLTR end UITLNR and the whole Nazi leadership by peliticzl cone
spireey, and 1t wes therefore immatericl if the negotiations wert againat them.

Of these two parallel devclopmonts, the negotistions over the Abwehr and
the pelltical conspirtoy of the Gener:l Skaff, the former matured first. Aftor &
scericg of preliminary conferences in which the Abwehr was rzpresantad by HWSEN and
STGELIDRY end A VI by SCHELLWIBERG and SAN "ETGER, the represcatabives of the
Aol egd the RSHA were summonod to the Kursalon at Splzburg for a final session
lesting from 10th May to 15th May. There the docis’m was promulgated by TTILUR,
Iz a vombastic speech, he doclarcd that the name Abwehr was "unGormsn”, and the
thing wag to bo abolisheds A new orgeniseabion, the RSUA ilitemerisches An k, wes to
be founded, Ho would decide which of the Abwehr officers should have the »rivilese
of’ ieing transferred to this new orgauisation, which would come offic iaily into

being on June lst, Ie ended his specch with & peroration extolling the shatesmanshin,

sklll ond wisdom of the Fechrer, praying for an immodiote invasion from the pluto-
cratic wost, that it might be 'drowned in the strems of their om blood'; und
pror:iging that, in 1045, the Russians would be driven headlong beyond the Jrals,
whore a Chinese Tall would be built by Russ an sleve-labour, %o keep them from
evor roburming.

The nature of the Salzburg deeision, which prosorved =uch of +he original
form of the Abwehr under the authority of the_RSUA, need not be spesificd, for
1t vag short-livod. 7ithin two months, the Genersls' putsch hed baken plase and
feilod; and its faijlure enablod the extremistf of the 55 to substitute Tor the
Salzburg formule o far more rodicel solution,

Almogt all the G~nora,l Steff officars in the Abwehr were inwolved in the
congpiracy. vwhen it fefled thoy were eliminated. N SEN was hanged. Freybeg von
LORITHIOVT, until recembly heed of the Sabotage Section (II), who had supplied

part of vhe explosive from ¢ aptursd Tpitish mabterial in his stores, comuitied suicidio.

SHGELIDRY was executed. KUUD™H was srrasted =md tried, but by a miraculous
failure of oviderce cscnpeds Graf IIAT0CYA-RTVIITZ, hoad of the Abwohr in Yienna,
~nd one of its few able officers, was excoubed, §_ veral lessor Sigures were
ormally executed; nd in the holocaust which followed throughout Gemany, junior

officers disappesred wnnoticed. The fabc of CANARIS is wmocertain. Lo was evideatly

imprisoned on suspicion of complicity; wid most socurces agrec that he wes executed
in Jamuary 1845, when inerimincting evidancs was ab length discoversd, Tho failure
of the Pytsch completod the ruin of the old Abwehr. Already exposed as incompetent,
TLI'L7R could now show that it had been disloyals. Deprived of all its loaders, the
fragnentery remoins were now pl .eod undar the dircct rule of SCUETLTNBARG A8 the
Militcerisches Amt of the SilAs : :

The BSIA and Amt VI

The RSHA before the incorporaticn of most of the old Abwehr n the new
lHlibarisches Amt, was divided into saven departnents (Aember) of unequel size
end importence; the thres most importont were Amt IV (the Gestapemt), Awb III (the

et

! .m.,s_;gy;gg%gitaggmp;umm the Rgich) ead Mt VI (the Sicherhlitsdienst stroad). OF

thess three Amb IV wag the largest wd Ambt VI the swelleste imb I wmd *mb IT were
purcly atninistrutive and of no @irect counter-intelligence imberest, smd At VII,

. nominaily responsible for the protection end disseminetion of Nazi culture as

interproted by the §S, was no more than a perverted ond. largely useiess rosearch
ingtitube. :
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49, The nominel hocd of vhé RSIA wes Ogruf Dr. KILITIBRUNITR, HEYDRICII's

successor, o ruthless but 2agy-living Austrien equally unqualified as statesmen

or dopa tmentol orgonizor, Hitler had approved his appointment 3_1' evisely because

be did not enjoy HIIILFR's Tull confidence ond would not upset the belance of

power with the 58, Ogruf ALLAR, Anbtschef IV, continued to report directly to

OUI3R snd even SCHCLLENBORG, Ambschef VI, finally succeeded in largely exelud-

ing K/ALTBRUETMER from effostive direction ond even knowledge of the work of his
effica, KALTE'BRUNITR debbled in the politics of centrsl Burops and used +he resulis

of‘ the SD*'s investig. tlons insids G rmany to maintain his position at HITLER's court.

50 ’I.'he successes of the aost:kpo both in counter-intelligence mnd gemrally in the
reprossion of corspirccy and unrest were considerable. As in the Abwehr, so on a
much larger scale in the RSIIA, tho natural advantages were all on the side of the
defcnsive, rather them of offemsive espionage; ond better infom:tion wes infhet |,
obteinad by the use of penclration agensg then by the use of direct informers. As
an exanple it is worth notiag that the o st‘_po, by questioning in the intereat of”
securily. ueman vorkers cnd bechn’oians returning from Russ s, hud a lesé™t udequate )

ioturs of "Russin's wer potantlal in 194 then either the Abwehr or fwt Vi in
Junc 1944 both the Gestapo und the mllitry counter-espionage units in the field,
by the penotrotica of Fpench resistince movemente, ocould infer phe imminence of
DeDoy vhich Mt VI end the 5ld Abweinr hal failed to predw{;. Between 1941 and 1944
the Oestapo succeeded in penetrobing megy of the resistance movimeate in the west

U end in nestroying by penetr:tion ab leas’ one effective Russian espi anag;e networks
But in gpito-of 'he ruthlessness nd orgimising cbility of MURILI'R, the Gestepo, and.
parsiculerly its rog;ional stations, was {illed with c orrups party ofﬂ icisls, who
showed no Ingenuity or solidarity in lefaab; whet wos expedted to be the onme coheront
end resisting element withia the RSIA hat in fact dissolved writh the rest.

5l At III under Gruf CILEIDORF wes of more political and govermmental intelli-
gence Iinterest. Its reports on public opivion and governmentel efficiency were a
useful politicul weeapon for KALTEYBRUNI'IR. DBut both the extert and influerce of e
SD ncbvork seem Lo have boea-much less chanl 2ad been believed; nor wers either its
officews or its cgents end informors ccsspicucusly loyel Nazise OTIFUDORF was an able
official who did not enjoy NITILTR's cinfideice, and was therefore wwimportent; he
wos not a fenatic, d thercfore rade o usc Hf his excentionel cpportunities to plm
resiztance alfter defeab,

2. The persoral ity of SIIELLENTGRRC, Amtscliof VI was the detemining fector in
the later “1story of the G713, en wus .he persrvnal-oty of CANARIS in its earlier phases.
At the oubtbreak of wer he wis & young G.stppo official slrcady obeessed with the
erbition of building s Secr:t fiervics: by car-ful cultivation first of USYDRICH and
latber of HTZTER? he had by Lay 194+ raalise’s his dream of controiling a vnified
Gehelmo lloldedisnst. Thils ingbrument, whick e was fashioning after what be bel ieved
to be “he Dnglish wodel, he hoped to use us » charnel of communicetion with the
Teshem Pm"ers. e had no support from K LYWIIBRUN'WR either ir bis sttempts to
impreve the ei‘i‘m"emy of the GIS f*r in his avtempis to convert HILAR to defeatium.

<7 The RSHA wos ot the Gop ard ot the cenire a loose aggloweration ofvmrring
pergonalitios, wnite: omly by muturl fear ari loyelty to HTTILFR or HITLER, The
heads of the vurious departisnts pursued the ir own ands und hed independent plans to
guarenbee their ovm surviv.l in defeat, Il was sgainst this bdckground of politicd
i'ﬂ trigue that SCHELLENBRRG Segan to wuild his independent in'talllgerce service.
Bub lie begon too late (sumer of 1944), ond when he came Yo give sm sccount of his
werk to his inberrogators he adnitted thut s grmdlose plans had not =d could
«ngS,i hove been rcalised. .
nmaMmaw-?4¢ Sroismy g o Y

Suh VI und 11, Ambe

L
The fusion of ‘he old ’bwehr as the 'ilitaerisches it with Ant VI under
UUBIRG did not oring :m inmodiete increcse in efficierey. Neither SCIE:LFNBERG
s of his mnall group «f advisors hod the time to investigobe the relisbility of
the Abvehr's sorviess, norwsro there mora ihan twe or three Abwehr officers left ip
weon SCUDLLER WRE ked the slightest coufidence. He tried to persuade ths Services
;o
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to provide better officers for the Geheime lieldedieonst, ond adumbrated a scheme

of training ard of interchange with the Services. The rump of the Abwehr had only
three sources of intelligence which were considered of eay value == one in Lisbon
(Fidrorme @)0stro) ono in Stoclkholm (KRATTR), onme in Tiemna (KL:TT) - cnd the
menuineness of all three was rightly doubled. Therse wes no time %o overhaul the
Abwehr; its outstabions wore renamed bub not reestaffed, =and its mobile units in

the fisld were nominally subordinated administratively to the Amb VI, but actually
recolrod their orders from the militery commanders to whom they wore abtbtacheds In
fect the reorgmisation made little difforcnce to the ordinary Aewohr officer either
in his method of reporting or in his immediste s.vordination.

Ant VI itself, like the Abwohr whic it asbsorbed, had e tradition of failurs
tnd incompotence; but there had boen a few Isolated successes and Shese had been will
aivertised by HIT.IIR. G, 2ab publicity had beon given to ' ho escape of Ruman GAOTHA,
the fat VI reprosentaive Persia, from that country afier the Allied oceupation,
Uore iaportent thean GLOTIA's escape, however, wys the work of Frang IIAYR :who ro-
‘ueined in the counbry and, together with SCHULZE the I-Luft representotive, had
beer guceessful in creuting a potentially dangerdus fifth column in a theatre which
aseuwaed congidersble imporionce at the end of 1942, It is significark, however, that
this highly successful worl: of II'¥R had becn carried out in ependently of imb VI, aud
that the Mt falled Yo tolie advonboge of the situntion. The RSHA's reprosentative in
Rone, the police aitache, L'TPLUR had anticipated the Italism crmistice, and his
infeynation service -iade possible’SKCIZEIY's rescus of Mussoline, SKORZILY was an
officer of At VI, ond his ewploit wes the greatest und most cvident succoss of the
GIS since the first yecr of the wer, oud it came at a time vhon the Abwehr's fallures
wore nost conspicuous. A provious success of Ant VI, less well mowg, had been in
1941 nnd 1942 vhen e single Aut VI officer observed ond reported every move in the
lobyrinth of Viechy politics. In Spain, in spite of the complaisance and encouragment
of Goneral Frenco's govermment, nothing of roal importonce seems to have been achieved
ond elsevhere in Vostern Lurope, both occupied and neutrel, wmumber of insignificent
egents were rceruited to no purpose by officers who ned 1ittlo or ro 'mowlzdge of whet
they wanted. TFow poople of power other than SCIFLLIIEURG hinself realisec how inoffecte
ive At VI hed boon, -nd he could present the fects as he chose to Himmler, while
Uitler and the ORV regarded sall secrot services with impartisl indiffercnces

SCIEILFNBLRG tried 4o cure the dise:ses of Amt VI by the creation of a cnebral
office under his porsonsl direction which would be the brain of the orgenisation.
But the brein still lacked the limbs and nerves which could execute 1its “Urposes.
SADBING R, CCHELL/AIBERG's chief administrative officer, made a quentitative and
qualitavive survey of the personrel needs both of At VI proper znd the Mil, Auwt,,
but ke could not imploment his conelusions in the last six months ofwmr. A singh
intelligens navel officer (wvon BECITOLSITIL) was the only rceruit vorth mentioming
from the Services, amd a journelist (WI™GMNG) was found in the politiccl world
to preduce pessimistic esscys to be shown to Himmlor. Dub the tobel iterism GIS
developod no new sourcos of gonuine socret inbellipence, SCHWLLE BERG's most
solide xchicvement was to cuplore the resulte of interception end cryptography
(sec persgraph 4 cbove). Freliminery enquiries were made os to howiar comnerocisl
vnd industrial firms could be uscd to provide intelligonce from their owm sources
gbroed; and the first steps, but only the first stepe, wore taken to set up 2 central
office for strategic deception; not until 1944 had the hoads of the GIS RG.J.IZ'D KD
admitted the extent Yo which they had been the victing of Allied deception, =nd the
necossity of centrelized niamning in this work; they reslis d %-o lates

Ant VI never disposod of mny direot sourss of intelligence either in the UX
v the USA, nor had it my officers cepsble of eveluating sy political intelligence

i uow 5 AT ,
TRty Teceived from those gountriess in this respect even the Abwehw, buying

whot 15 could in Spain or Purtugel, hed been botter supplied, Mor practical efforis
were made in the despatch of egente te Russia, but we huve no evidence that any
results of conseguence were achieved by the multitude of low=grade agents usede

-
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53 SKORZETY®s repubtation after the liberation of lussolini was such that,
althoush nominelly e part o7 SCHELLENBURG's totelitarien GIS, he was in facd roge-

)

o

L)

pons
and corruption which ineluded what romained of Abwohr IT. Its only resl successes
were cchiioved by special navel umits whose conbrol he shar:d with tho Germen Havy.

His perachubists and terrorists achieved no military effeet, though the throat of
then sometimes nearly btesame a diversion. SEKNRZENY himself wes the type of military
hero nnd not an inbelligence of ficer or nolibical organiser, und he was neither able
agr inslined %o leed an undorground resistemce movemert, Ag he had concentrated wader
his corbrol everyone who had been btreined in saboteage snd irregular varferc, the

ouly roasible nueleus of imediate resistence was dissolved when he, posing as a
soldier md & good Austrisn, surrendercd. £e hed incorporated md trained the moro
wtlve nenbers of the fescist minoritics of Hurops in specisl logiors, called SS

T ;beendes in the last ronths of the war they were a threat, but were rever in
fact used in a large scale operution. SKORZIY designed his unifised sebobege servics
40 azhicve a sories of speciocular coups of the kind of the rescve of Hussclini, but

the nurelicbility of his agmmts, the superficiality of their treining and the demcral-
ipotion of retroat combined to frustrate hime As his agents wore treined in g roups
@l plidoons, the cmpburc of o single parachuts agont led to the idertification of
uaay more povential sgonts; by the end of hostilities the Allles had an almos® corplets

order of battle of HORLIY': orgenisation.

The faillure of Amb VI end the GTS was largely due to lack cof support not only
from Zitlor and the OV but also from Ribbontrop's Foreign Office. ELoth KALTIIBRUIVER
cud SCITLLEIDERG were persorsl and politicel enemies of Ribbentrop, who Jjealously
cd their independence in foreigm affuirs. Amb VI officers chbroad eould not gen~
rely on the cooperction of the Gormen Embassy; only in Turkey werw relations

wi Ant VI and the Enbassy reoson.bly good. Germsn diplomats sugpected with good
renson theb the representetivos of the RSIA were surveying and eriticising them, and
thot “hey would miss no opportunity for wnofficial diplomacys. A% ro stage in its
hiztery did the GIS exchmmge informobion or coordinste policy with tae Forelgn Office,
{nly ence did Amt VI produce materisl which wes, or could have been, of reel value to
the Persign Office end which was not imedistely exploited by Himmler without reference
tc the Foreign Office (see Furagraph 55 above which refors to the same case)s these
Zoewrents vere not only of the groatest politisal interest to the Foreign 0ifice
offirials whostudiod them, but could have been the basis of some negative inferencss
chout the timo snd plece of vhe Allied landing in Europe. Apart from the successes
in Viehy and Rome slready reationed, this was the most substential achieverent of
fmt VI, and the methods used were the clessicel methods of secret service. But the
genuineaass of the papers wns nevor fully accepted, precisely becausa the GIS had not
troined ita cusbtomers to expuot materlial of this qual itye

Oporetiongl reporting by SCUILLEUBHRGYs GIS.

There was however one incident which occurrcd during SCHELLEN ' RG's tenure of
powor wirich desorves mention, At the %ime of the British airborue ? ading ab Arnhen,
the GIS recelved a report from Swoeden which snnounced thot such a landing was likely
%o heke ploce. This report Jid not however affect eny militery dispositions, It

i arrived Soo late, (In fact 5t almost certainly represonted not accurate information

but or intelligent guess, and is therefere of no genersl significencels On the othor
hand, a4 the seme time, the counter-espinnage section of the GIS had eo successfully
penetreted the Dutch rosistance movement that it was orly by chace thet accurate ine
formation on this subject wos not in fact obbained. This ineident illustrates the
genersl conclusion which emerges from a study of the GIS; that cperational egents
often orly endanger their employors (cf. pensgraph 18 above)s end that operationsl
izoope de ofton more relisbly obtained by systematic penstration then from

o intelllioonce
fnd*lv{g‘unl roporting, Out of over 300 oporaticnal sgents lefd behind by the retreate

ing Gor en grmies in the wos%, it is established that none kept in /P contact with
their headquarters except those controlled by the Allied services; ond SCHEILEDNBERG
had admitted that, owing to the failure of aepial roconnaissance, thess sgents' re-
ports were treated with disproportionate respect,
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The Tnd of the GIS,

The end of the GIS was as sudden nd &8 complete as bhet of Nagi Germany.
Forbildden to envisage defeat, SCHBLLENELIG wes unable to plan either caplonege or
resishince af'ber defest; when defeat ocourred there was thercfore nc purpose to be
served by awiding surrender. SCUELLENTIRG md ell his importunt sibordinstes, ire
cling SKORZINY, surrcndercd volunbarily”, and SCINLLENELRG has talled freely,
frazed by the extent of our lmowledge, rnd assisted by his preconcertiocns, he has
conczaled ne informetion ebout his orgm.sation, for nothing seamed worth concealings

The GIS is now dead :nd nothing romains except to complete “FLe rounding up
of its surviving membsrs. The ressons for its failure huve been made sufficiently
evidant curing the course o this report and it is clesr that 1t wuae not sclely due
G AllleC coumter measuros, importent though they undoubbedly wore. It is suffieient
Lo sgy Ir conclusion that despite all tho time, trouble and expense Lavished by the
Goymons on their Intellipence /Service, 't was never able to materielly affect the
fortunos of the war, and the sphere wheru it could have made the mosh importmb
contribution to the success of Germem ormus, vize that of om rational intelligence, wos
the tne whore 1ts results were worst ond its failure most complete.

Wallelo

1st Decomber, 1945
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